












 Alternative oil crop for lower rainfall areas 

 More resistant to heat and drought stress than canola 

 Low input crop with little in season maintenance 

 Resistance to blackleg and Alternaria brassicae 

 No known insect pest 

 Harvest conventionally 

• Brassicaceae family – oilseed crop in Europe and North America  

• Seeds – orange colour and a length of 1.5-2cm 

• Plant height 30-120cm       

• Branched smooth or hairy stems 

• Alternate leaves, arrow– shaped, sharp pointed about 5-8cm long 

• Pale yellow flower, produces seed pod 6-14mm round, pods more or less shatter proof 

 

 

 

AGRONOMICS 

PLANT CHARACTISTICS 

• Short season – 85-100 days 

• Light or medium soils, well –drained, wide range of soil pH 

• Requires little water or nitrogen (similar rates to mustard), higher 
rates of nitrogen can decrease the content of highly desirable omega 3 
and 9  

• Minimal seedbed preparation required well suited to min-till  

• Seeding depth 1cm 

• Row spacing 9” 

• Weed control – limited with only some specialized oilseed herbicides 
for perennial weed control 

• Highly resistant to blackleg and Alternaria brassicae but can be suscep-
tible to sclerotinia stem rot  

• Harvest at 8% moisture 

• Allelopathic traits 

Camelina  
Camelina sativa 
Also called false flax, gold-of-pleasure, German sesame, Siberian oilseed 
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GROSS MARGIN 

Income $/ha     Variable costs ($/ha)   

Price $/T $1000.00   Operations   

Less cartage $50.00   Seed $10.00 

Less storage $5.00   Fertilizer  $42.00 

Less     Herbicide  $19.00 

      Insecticide $ 5.40 

On farm price $/T $945.00   Fungicide   

Yield (kg/ha) 750   Insurance  $3.50 

      Harvesting  $55.00 

Gross income ($/ha) $708.75   Gross variable costs ($/ha)  $134.90 

      Gross margin ($/ha)  $573.85 

GRAIN & OIL QUALITIES 

• Seed contains up to 40% oil 

• High levels (34%) of omega 3 fatty acids 
(ALA), second only to linseed 

• High in unsaturated fatty acids 

• Low levels of omega 6 fatty acids 

• High in vitamin E 

• High oil extraction >80% 

• High crude protein up to 47%, 10% fibre 

• Rich in antioxidants specifically gamma tocopheroal  

• Highly stable and very resistant to oxidation and rancidity  

• Light pale straw colour  well suited to cold pressed unbleached health oil 

• Human food—cold pressed extra virgin Camelina oil, 
Camelina relish, Camelina dressing, Camelina seed, Came-
lina seed cake, currently registered for food use in Europe, 
the US and Scandinavia, would be ideal for protein bars 

• Cosmetics & pharmaceuticals —pale colour and good 
emollient qualities make it a good basis for creams and 
lotions 

• Aquaculture—fish oil r&  meal replacement  - highly di-
gestible and correct balance of omega 3 & 6 

• Bio-energy and Industrial  -  Biodiesel and jet fuel, lubricants 

• Animal feed—horse industry , poultry, cattle feed 

USES 
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